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falls between the vocal processes, while at the same time
these points are considerably raised.

The transverse arytenoid muscle is a broad muscular
plate which passes from the outer margin of the posterior
surface of one arytenoid cartilage to the corresponding
part of the other. The action of this muscle is to ap-
proach the two arytenoid cartilages together till that
portion of the vocal chord known as the crico-arytenoid
ligament is rendered tense ; the arytenoid cartilage then
rotates upon the point where it is attached to the vocal
chord in such a manner that the vocal processes are

FIG. 20.

Form given to the glottis by (he transverse arytenoid muscle.   Direction in which
the muscle pulls indicated by arrows.

drawn apart and the glottis widened. But at the same
time the vocal processes are somewhat depressed, and
the position of the glottis consequently lowered.

By the action of the four muscles attached to the
arytenoid cartilages, the quiescent form of the glottis,
which was compared to a triangle with a narrow base,
can be enlarged to a rhornboidal opening, the shorter
diagonal of which passes from one vocal process to the
other (posterior crico-arytenoid w., transverse arytenoid
m.) ; or its anterior portion (the true vocal chord formed
by the thyro-arytenoid ligament) can be contracted to a
narrow fissure, the posterior portion (pars respiratoria